The State of the Church



According to Jesus



Who is building this
church?



...l will build My church,
and the gates of hell will
not prevail against it.

Jesus
(Matthew 16:18b)



What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through
whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. |
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything,
but only God who gives the growth. He who plants and
he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages
according to his labor. For we are God's fellow workers.
You are God's field, God's building.

1 Corinthians 3:5-9



And He came and preached peace to you who were far
off and peace to those who were near. For through Him
we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God, built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the
Cornerstone, in Whom the whole structure, being
joined together, grows into a holy temple In the Lord. In
Him you also are being built together into a dwelling
place for God by the Spirit.
Ephesians 2:17-22



So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and
envy and all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the
pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into
salvation— iIf iIndeed you have tasted that the Lord is
good.

As you come to Him, a Living Stone rejected by men
but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ.



For it stands in Scripture:
“Behold, | am laying in Zion a Stone,
a Cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in HIm will not be put to shame.”
So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who
do not believe,
“The Stone that the builders rejected
has become the Cornerstone,”
and
“A Stone of stumbling,
and a Rock of offense.”



They stumble because they disobey the word, as they
were destined to do.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for His own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light. Once you were not a

people, but now you are God's people; once you had

not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
1 Peter 2:1-10



What are the building
materials?



| therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience,

bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one
body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one
hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of all, Who is over all
and through all and in all. But grace was given to each
one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.
Ephesians 4:1-7



And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body
of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed
to and fro by the waves and carried about by every
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness In
deceitful schemes.



Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up In
every way into Him who is the Head, into Christ, from
Whom the whole body, joined and held together by
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds
itself up In love.

Ephesians 4:11-16



For as in one body we have many members, and the
members do not all have the same function, so we,
though many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another. Having gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us, let us use them....
Romans 12:4-6a



Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and
there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God
who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

1 Corinthians 12:4-7



For just as the body iIs one and has many members, and
all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free
—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

For the body does not consist of one member but of
many....God arranged the members in the body, each

one of them, as He chose.
1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 18



The eye cannot say to the hand, “l have no need of
you,” nor again the head to the feet, “l have no need of
you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem
to be weaker are indispensable, and on those parts of

the body that we think less honorable we bestow the
greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated
with greater modesty, which our more presentable
parts do not require.



But God has so composed the body, giving greater
honor to the part that lacked it, that there may be no
division in the body, but that the members may have the
same care for one another. If one member suffers, all
suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice
together.

1 Corinthians 12:21-26



Now you are the body of Christ and individually
members of It.
1 Corinthians 12:27



What would cause the
building - this church -
to be demolished?




...1 have this against you, that you have abandoned the
love you had at first. Remember therefore from where
you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at
first. If not, 1 will come to you and remove your
lampstand from its place, unless you repent.
Revelation 2:4-5



So just what is “the love
vou had at first”?




Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with
love incorruptible.
Ephesians 6:24



And what corrupts true

love of our Lord Jesus
Christ?




If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him.
For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple.
Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks
that he is wise In this age, let him become a fool that he
may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is folly
with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise Iin their
craftiness,” and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of
the wise, that they are futile.” So let no one boast In
men. For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos
or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or
the future —all are yours, and you are Christ's, and
Christ is God'’s.

1 Corinthians 3:17-23



Let’s walk this out
together
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Next Steps

Recognize the church building program
Pray about your next step
Engage the Bible in a small group
Pursue Christ-centered relationships by
serving together

Share the good news of Jesus by
preparing for the Easter message




