
Acts 
Toto, I have a feeling we’re not in Antioch anymore 

Acts 16:11-40 

I. “Concluding that God had called us….” (10) 

 A. Straight course (11-12) 

 B. Synagogue to riverside (13-15) 

 C. Commotion to imprisonment (16-24) 

 D. Earthquake to salvation (25-34) 

 E. Release to vindication (35-39) 

 F. Strengthening the church (40; cf Philippians 1:3-7) 

II. When you find you’re not in Antioch anymore 

 A. Stay focused on the Lord (Philippians 3:12-14; Hebrews 12:1-3; Psalm 119:105) 

 B. Confess and turn from sin (Psalm 66:18-20; 1 John 1:6-9) 

 C. Don't be afraid (Psalm 27; Hebrews 13:5-6) 

 D. Count on God's strength (Isaiah 40:28-31; 41:10) 

 E. Keep walking and trust God to accomplish His will (Psalm 138:7-8; Proverbs 3:5-6) 

 F. Remember God's call that is for His glory and our good (Romans 8:28-32; Philippians 1:6; 1  
  Thessalonians 5:23-24) 

 G. Stay connected to God's people (1 Thessalonians 5:8-11; Hebrews 10:23-25) 

 H. Maintain proper perspective by remembering Who is in the center (Ecclesiastes 7:13-14;  
  Romans 11:33-36; Colossians 1:15-18) 

 I. Worship God in the good times and the bad (Job 1:20-22; Hebrews 13:15; Psalm 103:1-2; 34:1) 

Go Forward 

Know:  A first step in processing today’s sermon is this:  Do you have a preconceived notion of what God’s goodness in your life looks 
like?  Whether overtly clear down to subconsciously, do you equate God’s goodness with a “good outcome”?  Think about how you 
process the circumstances of life? 

Grow:  In Acts 20:22-24, you’ll discover the following words from Paul: And now, behold, bound by the Spirit, I am on my way to 
Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that 
bonds and afflictions await me. But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the 
ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.  Could you say these same things?  
Spend time praying about this, asking God to work in the areas of your life that are holding you back from living this way.  (Note:  Often 
times, it takes a process over time to get from where you are to where God wants you to be.  Allow Him full access to your life). 

Show:  With whom will you share what you have learned from this Scripture passage?  With whom will you share how you’re 
processing the Know and Grow steps above?  Ask God to direct you to the person(s) with whom you will share these things.  Ask Him 
to give you the courage to share honestly…and to be willing to hear from that person as well. 



Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that 
for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; 
but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:12-14) 

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every 
encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him 
who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
(Hebrews 12:1-3) 

Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. (Psalms 119:105) 

If I regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear; But certainly God has heard; He has given heed to 
the voice of my prayer. Blessed be God, Who has not turned away my prayer Nor His lovingkindness from me. 
(Psalm 66:18-20) 

If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 
but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth 
is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. (1 John 1:6-9) 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the defense of my life; Whom shall I 
dread? When evildoers came upon me to devour my flesh, My adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled 
and fell. Though a host encamp against me, My heart will not fear; Though war arise against me, In spite of 
this I shall be confident. One thing I have asked from the LORD, that I shall seek: That I may dwell in the house 
of the LORD all the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the LORD And to meditate in His temple. For in the 
day of trouble He will conceal me in His tabernacle; In the secret place of His tent He will hide me; He will lift 
me up on a rock. And now my head will be lifted up above my enemies around me, And I will offer in His tent 
sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the LORD. Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my 
voice, And be gracious to me and answer me. When You said, "Seek My face," my heart said to You, "Your 
face, O LORD, I shall seek." Do not hide Your face from me, Do not turn Your servant away in anger; You have 
been my help; Do not abandon me nor forsake me, O God of my salvation! For my father and my mother have 
forsaken me, But the LORD will take me up. Teach me Your way, O LORD, And lead me in a level path 
Because of my foes. Do not deliver me over to the desire of my adversaries, For false witnesses have risen 
against me, And such as breathe out violence. I would have despaired unless I had believed that I would see 
the goodness of the LORD In the land of the living. Wait for the LORD; Be strong and let your heart take 
courage; Yes, wait for the LORD. (Psalm 27) 

...for He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU," so that we 
confidently say, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO 
ME?" (Hebrews 13:5-6) 

Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth 
Does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable. He gives strength to the weary, And to him 
who lacks might He increases power. Though youths grow weary and tired, And vigorous young men stumble 
badly, Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, They 
will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become weary. (Isaiah 40:28-31) 

'Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely 
I will help you, Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.' (Isaiah 41:10) 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me; You will stretch forth Your hand against the wrath of 
my enemies, And Your right hand will save me. The LORD will accomplish what concerns me; Your 
lovingkindness, O LORD, is everlasting; Do not forsake the works of Your hands. (Psalms 138:7-8) 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6) 



And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to 
the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He 
predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also 
glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare His 
own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? (Romans 
8:28-32) 

For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ 
Jesus. (Philippians 1:6) 

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved 
complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will 
bring it to pass. (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24) 

But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, 
the hope of salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him. Therefore 
encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing. (1 Thessalonians 5:8-11) 

Consider the work of God: For who can make straight what he has bent? In times of prosperity be joyful, but in 
times of adversity consider this: God has made one as well as the other, so that no one can discover what the 
future holds. (Ecclesiastes 7:13-14 NET) 

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us 
consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as 
is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 
(Hebrews 10:23-25) 

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments 
and unfathomable His ways! For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS 
COUNSELOR? Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN? For 
from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. (Romans 11:33-36) 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things were created, both in the 
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-all things 
have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. He is 
also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will 
come to have first place in everything. (Colossians 1:15-18) 

Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and worshiped. He said, 
"Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has 
taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD." Through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame God. (Job 
1:20-22) 

Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks 
to His name. (Hebrews 13:15) 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, And all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the LORD, O my soul, And 
forget none of His benefits; (Psalms 103:1-2) 

I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. (Psalm 34:1) 


